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WHO MURDERED 25 year
old Altab Ali as he walked
home from work last week?
and who murdered 10 year
old Kennith Singh only a
couple of miles away in East
London two weeks before?
The Action Group Ag-
ainst Racist Attacks [which
has just been set up in the
East End] has two answers.
Directly, the fascists. Both
victims were Asians living
in an area where the Nation-
al Front has a big base and
where the fascists have had
some support since the 1930s
Indirectly> the govern-
ment, in alliance with the
police. Especially with its
immigration laws, it has
created an atmosphere for
racism to thrive. When pro-

testers against the East
End’s racialist violence
march after Altab Ali’s

funeral to Downing Street

this weekend they will be
Jleaving a

coffin outside
Number Ten to make their

point clear.

Protesters are also posing
questions to the police. Why
were passers-by who saw the
fatally wounded Altab Ali
not questioned? Why will
the police not say whether
Mr Ali told them anything
before he died an hour and a
half later at the London
Hospital? !

On the weekend after this
murder, a group of white
youths in Wolverhampton
shot at three West Indians
from a car. All three were in-
jured by pellets. Not long
ago the police in Wolver-
hampton were sneering at
those who said they feared
racist attacks in the city.
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In the East End of London,

| community and
local anti-racists have been

quick to organise their pro-
test. Asians went into cine-

mas where performances
were stoppe and im-
promptu mass meetings

were held. And many groups
in the local labour move-
ment have been quick to give

their support. |
Despite the size of the

Anti-Nazi League Carnival

and the drop in the NF’s

vote, the real danger from

the fascists still remains,

Immediate measures to
protect the black commun-
ities and the labour move-
ment against these bigots
are the first priority, and
every working class organi-
sation has a duty to give
active assistance. We cannot
rely on the police and the
state to defend us from the
fascists. Only action by the
workers’ movement and the
black communities can stop

this menace.
The basis of suchua co-

ordinated campaign must be .

B Defence of the black
communities against racist
attack;

B No platform for fasc-
ists. Drive them off the
streets.

- q [’urPe all open racists
—~lahour movement;
-~ ~_to immigr-
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e 33 raéist attacks in a few months

THE ACTION GROUP’S
STATEMENT

Thursday 4th May, 7.30pm.
Altab Ali, a Bengali machin-
ist, leaves his factory in Han-
bury Street, off Brick Lane
[where the fascists regularly
sell their papers — WA]. He
is making hsi way home. It is
broad daylight. He walks past
the Post Office at the bottom
of Brick Lane and turns into
Adler Street.

There he is set upon by a
group of unknown assailants
who stab him in the neck.
Somehow he staggers 200
yards across to St Mary’'s
churchyard and collapses by a
bus stop on Whitechapel
Road. Within a few hours the
news of his death has travell-
ed by word of mouth through-
out the Asian community.

It is also the da, the Nat-
ional Front have put up 41
racists to contest the local bor-
ough elections. Racial tension

in the area has been running

PROTEST

high all day. There have been
more NF candidates standing
in Tower Hamlets than any-
where else in the country. Sur-
prisingly the police are no-
where in evidence.

Reaction to the killing with-
in the Asian community of the
East End has been swift and
determined. A series of spon-
taneous mass meetings has
taken place almost on a daily
basis from the day after
Altab Ali’s death.

Plans have been drawn up
for a national demonstration to
protest the continuing escal-
ation of racial violence on the
streets of East London. Re-
presentatives of the recently
formed Action Committee
against Racist Attacks have
over this weekend been tour-
ing mosques, local cinemas,
and other places where Asian
people gather. Each meeting
called is attended by an ever
increasing number of people
— both black and white.

DEMONSTRATION

Sunday May 14th

- Assemble 11am at
- St.Mary’s churchyard,

g

WHITECHAPEL
. foramarch to
Hyde Park & Downing St.

| ‘KEEP BLOOD OFF OUR STREETS’

There is a determination to
face the racist challenge that
Altab Ali’s killing represents.
We want to know ‘Who Killed
Altab Ali?’ and we are deter-

mined to keep blood off our

streets.

From past experience we
know we must rely first of all
on our own collective strength.
Complaints to the police have
proved futile. We have stood
by and watched them do no-
thing. In addition to the hun-
dreds of recorded assaults ag-
ainst Asian workers in this
area, we have witnessed the
stabbing of an Asian student
in Brick Lane and witnessed
also the police refusal to
charge the assailant.

We believe the time has
come for a public enquiry
into the activity of the police
force in this area. We demand
nothing less from the Home
Secretary.

How many more deaths will
it take to convince him that
this is necessary?
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TWO ATTACKS over recent
weeks show how the National

Front is a threat to the whole

labour movement.
In Blackburn, a 60-year old
woman councillor was attacked

by two NF thugs the day after

she had denounced the Front at
a council meeting. Two men in-
vaded the Labour Party offices

where Mrs Edna Roberts works
as secretary to local MP Barbara

Castle, snatched off her-giasses,

pinned her to her chair with a
broom handle, swept the papers
and phones off her desk, and
abused her.

In Rochdale there was an attack
which could have killed three
people. Two weeks ago, Virginia
and John Depledge woke up
smelling smoke and found the
contents of their dustbin piled
up against their back door and
set alight, the door on fire, and
smoke billowing through the
house.

They woke their 18-month old
baby son and escaped. A National
Front slogan had been painted
on the wall, and it seems the NF
were attacking simply because

the Depledges had a Labour

poster in their window.
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This interview with an East
- German militant is translat-

ed from a recent issue of
‘Informations Ouvriéres’,

~ the paper of the French

- .

A I8

-_M' ~ published in June ’7

Lo

i

‘Organisation Communiste
Internationaliste’.
Unlike the OCI and the in-

terviewee, however, WA

" does not see the SPD as ‘the

bearer of the hopes of the
German working class’. On

the contrary, while it retains

large-scale support from
workers, the SPD like the La-

bour Party in Britain acts ag-
ainst the interests of the
working class. |

BE How hhs the situation
evolved in the GDR since what
has been known as the Bler-

mann affair?

When Wolf
was deprived of his nationality,
|- was In prison. But | do know
that peace was not achieved as a
consequence of that affair and
the arrests which followed. On
the contrary, the general dis-

~ cussion has become broader. In-
itiatives for an organised dis- -

cussion have increased. Many
meetings, involving small. cir-
cles, take place. In the factories,
there Is a lot of discussion now
among workers.

The workers today go as far
as open actions against the bur-
‘@aucracy. There have been
strikes in Berlin and Karl Marx
Stadt. And that is only the tip of
the iceberg. In the Narva
factory, one of the big factories
in Berlin making electrical
products, a strike took place for
payment of part of the wages In
West German marks — which
can be used in the "intershops”
that the bureaucracy have set

up (for their own use).
And this demand was taken

. wnhv nther factories by means
160 worl"s and delegations.

2w norms

:Lr‘::lggg: a} ne bureaucracy has

lous headwag with
8, \math were
. {er the
SED (Communist Pan.g, Con-
gress. Even the way in which
the bureaucracy tried to introd-

uce them is significant.
At the SED Congress there

hey took

|
. weare only vague references to

qé,lt Then they were gradually

published. And the bureaucracy
tried each time to justify them

Mby pretending that their applic-

THIS IS HOW
SOUTHERN LEBANON
- WAS OCCUPIED:

*250,000 new refugees
*2000 civilian dead

Biermann

The name of communlsm
"has been soiled

Dy the bureaucracy’

ation would always coincide
with a wage increase.
But the workers understood

that the new norms were an

attack on their wages and ref-
used to accept them. We know
of a number of cases where the
bureaucracy had to withdraw
the new norms.

B R A discussion is takin
place today in Poland, the USS
and aiso in Rumania on the nec-
essity for unions independent of

the bureaucracy. !s this also
true of the GDR?
| know that in many

places the workers try to elect
their own delegates to the union
apparatus to try to use it for
their own interests.

As yet, there is no informat-
lon about any initiatives for in-
dependent unions in the GDR.
But the creation of independent
workers’ organisations in the

GDR is just as much on the

agenda as in the USSR or

‘Poland.

The fact that powerful unions
already exist on German soil
has a special significance. Up
until now, their struggle in
W est Germany has always had
direct consequences for the
workers in East Germany. It is
important today that these
unions take up their responsibil-
ity to take a stand for the indep-
endent organisation of the East
German workers.

HE Atpresent, there are big
strikes going on in the Federal
Republic. What impact could
they have in the GDR?.

| know from experience
that in the East the workers
follow with special attention
what goes on in the West. In
the shipyards, when there have

been strikes or electlons in the

Federal ReBublic, the radio
stayed on all day and everyone
listened for the news.

When Schitz, |
Democratic mayor of Waest
Berlin, once criticised the level

of salaries in the GDR, the bur-

eaucracy reacted in a very clear
way. Three days later, they

“Whole towns and villages wiped out

*Beirut, Sidon, Nabattyah Hasbaya and others..
bombed from air, sea and |and . i

|JOIN US ON SATURDAY
MAY 13 IN DEMANDING

*Immediate And Unconditional
Israel’s Army From Lebanon.

Withdrawal of

*Compensation For All Victims Of The Aggression
*No UN ‘Buffer Zone’ To Legitimize And Stabilize

The Occupation Of Lebanon.

*Support And Defend The Rights Of The Pales-
tinians To Struggle For Their National Liberation.

*The Labour Government Break Military Lmks With

Israel.

EEMMMENENN PALESTINE SOLIDARITY CAMPAIGN S

12.30PM FROM SPEAKERS’ CORNER

Page2

East. They expected, and it was

from the

adding at the end .
- over

the Social

‘this government,

Honecker

increased basic wages and, on
the GDR radio, the head com-
mentator, Schnitzler, denounc-
ed Schiitz’s intervention as an
insupportable Interference .in

the internal affairs of the GDR,
. that more-

wages ‘had just been

increased!
BE How do ,workers in the

"GDR see the [West German]

Social Democratic Party?

T When the SPD came to

power, they had many hopes for
particularly

for new policies towards the

“that only

an illusion, that the question of
the division of Germany would
be resolved by it.

But in the meanwhile Willie
Brandt, who represented this
current was defeated by the
joint action of the bourgeolsle
and the bureaucracy. The "Ost-

politik” did not bring the hoped-
for results. The reforms the

SPDgromlsed have not happen-
n the contrary, the SPD
has been forced by the bourg-

eoisie to adopt a policy of social
spending cuts and austerity.

Reject

This situation created vast
confusion among workers in the
East as well as in the West. But
despite that, | believe that the
SPD remains the bearer of the
hopes of the German working

class.

88 You now live iIn the
German Federal Republic.
Some time ago Honecker, the
chief of the East German bur-
oaucracg denounced what he
called the "fundamentally anti-
communist attitude of citizens
of West Germany. What do you
think of this declaration?

Such words are not new.
When the Stalinists stand be-
fore the ruins of their own polit-
ics, they always say the masses
are responsible. it’'s a slander
on the working class.

One could say HMonecker was
right if one replaces the word

"anti-Stalinist” for "anti-
communist”, |
But it’s not only in the West

that the German working class

is anti-Stalinist. It is also so in

‘East. And in that, it is united.

One must understand that the
workers are rejecting politics
the bureaucracy can
call "communist”. This doesn’t
mean they reject communism,

- the name of which has been

soiled by the bureaucracy. This
confusion of terms represents
the bureaucracy's only success!

Who

mourns

for

ALDO MORO, five times
premier of Italy, is dead. After
being held for 55 days by the
Red Brigades, his body was
found in a car in Rome parked
— perhaps symbolically —
halfway between the head-
quarters of the Christian Dem-
ocrat Party, Moro’s own, and
the headquarters of the Com-
munist Party, which is in de
facto coalition with the Christ-
ian Democrats.

Those who pray at the
bloody shrine of capitalist law
and order will vie with each
other in praise and prayer for
the dead Moro, the one-time
chief strategist of our class
enemy in Italy. They will
scramble to be first in line to
propose that this street or
that square be named after
him. The working class will be
exhorted to weep for 'a great

Italian' and forget the class

war. |
1he trade unions respeon-

ded by calling a two-hour, gen- _

eral strike — which will be
used to isolate the left.

His death followed sentence
by a "people’s trial" instituted
by the Red Brigades. The title
of the trial — though not the
reality of it — indicatgd rightly

that it is the prerogative of

the oppressed Italian masses
to pass judgment on Moro.
And their prerogative, if they
saw fit, to take his life ...
soaked as it was with cruelty
and corruption.

The fact that it was not the
Italian masses who tried
Moro, not they who took his
life and who broke the capit-
alist class’s most jealously

guarded monopoly, the mono-
poly of viclence — that is a
cause for mourning. That and
only that.

Aldo Moro was 61. He died
leaving a wife and family he
loved dearly and some forty
million Italians he hated so
much he made that hatred his

life’s work.

- one employer

Learning

a lesson

Belgian
workers

WITH experts

insisting

that unemployment will con-

tinue very hlgh for the fore-
seeable future, more and
more union leaders are talk-
ing abdut cutting the ‘work-
ing week.

But that’s all they’re domg '

— talking. In the major in-
dustries, the 35-hour week
demand is in the claim each
vear — and each year it is
the first thing to be dropped
in the negotiations.

Last week, two groups of
workers were showing how a
shorter working week could
actually bewon.

55 Iaggers employed by
subcontractors on tK Isle

- of Grain power station site

simply did it themselves.
After getting nowhere in
talks with the management,
they took their own decision

to cut the working week to-

35 hours, and implemented
it by

Friday.

The employers have warn-
ed them that if they carry on
they will be sacked: but the
workers have the su port of
their union, the GMWU, and
are ready to fight.

In - Belglum 700 /000
public sector workers have
won a reduction of the work
week to 38 hours after a
campaign of strike action.

Militant action can achieve

in weeks what speeches and
resolutions won’t achieve in
vears. The bosses’ organis-
ation, the Confederation of

THE Scanion era in the eng-
Ineering union is over. That era
started when Hugh Scanion was
elected In 1967 to succeed Lord
Carron, the despot who had

been presldent of the AEU
*v-/

since 1956.

Last week a series of right
wing victories in the AUEW
elections slammed the door on
ten years when the Left either
dominated or at least held its
own in the union. Soon Terry
Duffy, the right winger whom
affectionately
called ‘‘a prat, an amiable prat,
but a prat all the same’’, will
take over as union president.

General Secretary John Boyd
is equally right wing. On the
Executlve only Reg Birch rep-

resents a voice that might rem-

otely be calied "left”.

When Scanion took over it
was easy to feel that a new era
has opened up. And those dis-
appoihted that there was no
fight for the engineers’ claim in
September 1968 were told to
"wait till Hughle’'s settied in”.

From the start, the Commun-
ist Party and .the Labour Left
lionised Scanlon. He. could do
no wrong. -

Toget oer with Jack Jones
Scanlon’s "terrible twin” In the
eyes of the press, he presided
over a mighty surge of militant
action by dockers, carworkers
and engineering workers. He
went along with this militancy
and appeared to reflect it.

1 the AUEW an& TGWU
blocRvotes shifted to the left,
there was a more militant mood

‘at Labour Party conferences and

a more left wing National Exec-
utive Committee. Previously on
the right of the Labour Constit-
uencies, the unions now led the
resistance to Barbara Castie’s
"In Place of Strife”.

extending  dinner. .
breaks and finishing early on’,.
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' ‘““We’ve been soid out all
ziong the line”’ a militant re-

marked as he left the mass

bined to isolate and demoral-
ise the Leyland workers,
so that many have simply

meeting of Leyland workers ‘given up hope of mounting a
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British Industry, have said

that they firmly oppose a
shorter working week be-
cause it will cut profits and
harm their competitive
position. Soft words won’t
convince them otherwise, -
Other groups of workers
can and should follow the
example of the Isle of Grain.
But we also need to general-
ise the strugl_%le — both to in-
crease the chances of victory

and to deal adequately with

unemployment.

The struggle for a shorter
working week is one which
can benefit every worker —
employed and unemployed
— and every worker should
be mobilised for it.

It need not stop at the

~ objective of 35 hours, either.

A 35-hour week would cert-
ainly cut unemployment
dramatically; but a 30-hour
week is possible and would
deal with the problem thor-
oughly and completely.
Moreover, it would mean a
really substantial  cut in
hours for all workers —
which 35 hours would not.

As long ago as the 1940s
the 30-hour week with no
loss of pay was a major
demand of US carworkers.

Demands like:

* a30-hour week;

% No loss of pay;

* A general ban on over-
time;

% an adequate national
minimum wage to make sure
no-one needs to work over-
time —

are entirely realistic. The

CBI is quite right when it

oir];ts out the main obstacl
o these aims: the SO

rofit.
P That obstacle can be

broken. The Belgian workers
have shown we have the

power — if only we resolve
to use it.

When the Tories came to

canlon - t
of a ‘left’ lead

Confed left it to the AEF. The

from Speke No.2 plant in
Liverpool last Saturday. The

meeting had just voted by two

to one to accept British Ley-
land’s "improved" redundan-
cy terms, thus abandoning the
fight against redundancies

and unemployment.
So Michael Edwardes has

got his way, and another 3000 .

people will join the dole queue
when the plant closes on May
26th. Unemployment on
Merseyside, already twice the
national average, will take off
for newer heights.

Why did the workers at
Speke reject the shop stew-
ards’ recommendations to
fight the closure, and opt in-
stead for redundancy pay-
ments of £1000-£2000?

Few workers took lightly the
decision to vote away their
jobs last Saturday. They know
they haven’t a cat in hell’s
chance of finding another job.
And the redundancy money
will be a very thin, and very
temporary, cushion to life on
the dole for the foreseeable
future. |

SOFTEN

The closure announcement
made in January had come im-
mediately after a 17-week

- strike deliberately engineered

by the company — both as an
excuse to close the plant, and
more importantly as a device
to soften up the workforce and
reduce its financial capacity to
resist the closure.

The strike itself came just
after a series of layoffs
caused by disputes elsewhere.
So Speke workers have been
paid no wages since August
1977. For many, the redun-
dancy pavment will be swall-
owed up straight away by

 debts from the past year."

But the decisive factor was
not that. nor the hopeiess
prospects of continuing prod-
uction of the TR7. The main
credit for the defeat must go
not to the corrupt and conniv-
ing BL management but to the
treacherous labour leaders at

he slow dea

SPEKE: Sold
‘down the line

the workers’ decision; but
once the new terms came out,
the AUEW leadership pulled
out the rug from under the
Speke stewards by agreeing to
negotiate the offer.

A further blow to the fight-

back came from the local
labour movement.

The Communist Party-
dominated Liverpool Trades
Council has emasculated the
decisions taken by the April
Oth conference against un-
employment, which had been
called in the aftermath of a
whole spate of redundancies
(Lucas, GEC, Plessey, West-
ern Ship Repairers, Court-
aulds and others), especially
Leyland Speke. The Trades
Council has now effectively
refused to implement two of
the three decisions taken by

the national and local level.
Newspaper readers will
remember an advertisement
featuring Jack Jones, Hugh
Scanlon and Michael Ed-
wardes, with a big caption
under the smiling trio: "We
may have had our differences
in the past but this is one
thing we all agree on — the
future viability of British Ley-
land". Unfortunately, workers
being sacrificed on the altar
of "viability” (profitability)
have nothing to smile about.
Union complicity with the
government and the Leyland
bosses meant failure to back
the 17-week strike until the
very last moment. The strike
only got official recognition

when a similar strike at Ford
Halewood won recognition in a
matter of days.

After the strike the union

__leadeschip.pledged iossand by the conference (support for
their official policy of opposIng HC . Tray o mo e e
’ London Right to Work march,
redundancv. When the Speke S he b gi]ding o o
of Action) and focussed the
May 9th day of action almost
exclusively on a lobby of
parliament. |
All these things have com-

workers rejected a densory
offer over redundancy pay-
ments put forward by the
company on 13th April (about
half the present offer) the
T&GWU and AUEW accepted

i L Y

power in 1970, Heath moved
swiftly towards a confrontation
with the unions. The main line
of attack was the Industrial
Relations Act. |

Again it was -Scanlon who
appeared the most "left” in his
response: on March 1st and
again on March 18th 1971 the
AUEW called out its members
on official strike against the
Industrial Relations Bill.

This was the highwater mark.
At this point the Communist
Party knew no praises too extra-

vagent for Scanlon, But he was

still to deal-with a big rank and
file struggle against the engin-
eering employers. That came in
the Spring of 1972, just after the
miners had shattered the
Tories' hope of a wages ceiling.

After a series of iong drawn
out and obviously barren negot-
lations the - Gonfederation of
Shipbuilding and Engineering
Unions under the leadership of
the AEF (as it was then, betore
the merger with the construct-
ion workers and draughtsmen to
form the AUEW) decided on
industrial action. There was a
widespread feeling that a well
organised strike at that point —
even with order books down —
would finish off the Tories.

As it turned out, the other 31
unions that were a part of the

AEF leaders, instead of organ-

Ising for an all-out strike, called

for area action. Those with big
hopes in Scanlon thought they
had only to strike and he would
back them up with the whole

union’s strength.

The Manchester area was
first out., This was Scanion
country: he had worked for
years at the old Metro-Vickers
works at Trafford Park and the
local officials, Tocher, Panter,
Regan and Wiltiams, were all
Communist Party members who
had fought hard to get Scanlon

into office. -
The strikes — most of them

factory occupations — were all
made official ... but what was
wanted was national action, not
officially backed isolation. In
Sheffield, the hoped-for action
didn’t materialise. .

It looked as if London would
be the key. One factory was al-
ready occupying when Scanlon
addressed a mass meeting of
stewards there. But instead of
rallying the London stewards
for a fight Scalon claimed that,
as he was a democrat, it was up
to the rank and file to do 'the
leading!

"~ The 1972 strikes ended with
relatively little gained. A big
chance had been missed and
most militants knew it. The
Manchester area — long a left

vs SRTI

hase in the umiuin — was 8soon
to move to the right as its
engineering industry was
wracked by closures.

in the following year, how-
ever, Scalon restored his left
credentials in the eyes of many,
though in fact he missed a big
chance to defeat the Tories and

& Workers occupying a Stockpo

sy

actory in 97

their Industrial Reilations Act.
In October 1973 the National
Industrial Relations Court
imposed a £100,000 fine on the
union for leading a strike for
union recognition.

The AUEW didn’t back down
from the strike action, but in-
stead of mobilising its members

-

the decifApril Jth, espe

- AUEW

successtul occupation — the

only chance they really had of

winning. And the threat by

management to refuse pay-

ment of any redundancy
money stampeded the major-
ity into accepting the closure.

Although a struggle at Ley-
land’s Speke No.2 appears to
be over, the lessons are imp-
ortant for the labour move-
ment.

Workers should note the

~ tactics of the management:

provocation of strikes, false
information fed to the press,

the use of redundancy pay-
ments — and the threat not to

ay them — to split the work-

orce. |

No reliance should be
placed in trade union leaders
who have refused to mount
any opposition to redundanc-
ies, especially in a govern-
ment-controlled company
under a Labour government.

AFFAIR

The Leyland Combine Com-
mittee has also shown its in-
effectiveness. Although its
convenor Derek Robinson
attacked Hugh Scanlon for
accepting the redundancy
deal and ticked off the Labour
government for its handling
of the affair, he gave only
promises to the Speke workers
— never leadership. His

policy combined British nat-
ional chauvinism (as in his call

for the closure of the Senef

" AR e YA A Ty A
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Blant in Belgium, owned by . =7

L, and the transfer of work
from there to Speke) with
acceptance of the need for
the economic viability of a
capitalist corporation.

The labour movement has to
assimilate these lessons and

renew its efforts to implemer’

anpieap—" R

the setting up of a Coun'

Action to fight unemployme..
Otherwise more worker§— "

like those at Speke will be sold
out ”all down the line” to the

dole queues.
BAS HARDY

to stop the plunder of its funds,

it let the Court take the money

in the knowledge that a Labour
government, when it came in,
would restore the money. |

It was with the Labour Gov-
ernment that Scanlon moved to
the right — or rather, that the
limits of his 'left wing' stance
became clear.

Despite the initial opposition

‘Contract, Scanlon backed the

government’s Phase 2 ,and 3

wage curbs.

Indeed, at the last TUC Con-
ference, Scanion the "leftwing-
er” and "democrat” used the
union's huge block vote 1o
support the 12-month Yule des-
pite the fact that the union’s
policy was against it and the
delegation majority was oppos-
ed to it.

With that, all
being left wing was over ...
except for that little hopeful
glimmer in the eyes of the
Morning Star writers. At the

pretence at

Scanlon spoke in support of the
Leyland decision to close Speke
No.2 plant — a closure he is
partly responsible for
member of the National Enter-
prise Board which owns Leyland
— and was repudiated even by

the present right-wing AUEW! |

Nevertheless, the defeat of
‘Scanlion’s c¢hosen successor,

Bob Wri?ht, is a big set-back
t.

for the le |

The need now is to build a
real rank and file movement in
the engineering industry. That
won't be done with the pussy-
footing diplomacy and contempt
for basic democracy exhibited
by the Broad Left. |t needs a
firm militant policy, an openly
organised presence and a
vigorous campaigning attitude.
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"LOOK at the Paris Commune"
said Engels for the sceptics of
—- his day. "That was the dictator-

ship of the proletariat”. :
In the same way, we can tell
today’s sceptics: look at the

May Events in France. That_

was the socialist revolution.
The press, even some of the

couln ., iLeft press, is full of bleating
| (3 art- e fact 0t_hat ten years
published:,4 orc{er is st?e*ﬁm capitalist

SED '.(%‘,’fvolutionaries ar

arnca

still a small
minority. But if it is true that
there have been more setbacks
and detours than many revolut-

ionaries hoped in 1968, yet the

balance sheet since May ’68,

- . soberly considered, does in fact

give more support to the revol-

utionary optimists than to those

who believe in capitalism’s un-
limited durability.

In 1969 there was the biggest
strike movement ever in Italy,
and radical rank and file work-
ers’ organisation developed,
cracking the hold of the union
bureaucracies and linking up
with students, tenants and
peasants.

- - “The same year, in Argentina,

the struggle reached the point

of dual power in certain cities,

with heavy street-fighting.
The 1‘3’72 Quebec general

-strike also saw the beginnings

of dual power. British workers’
struggles in 1972-74 did not
that peak, but they did
incilude the most i1mportant
class-wide strike movement
since 1926 (July’s Pentonville
Week) and the miners’ strikes
marked by the Saltley Gates
episode (";2) and the fall of the
Heath government (’74).
Between March and Novem-

ber of 1975, workers’ control

spread through the most im-
portant factories af Portugal,

"ousted from

i

L

L'L.L«

while peasants seized the land,
rank and file soldiers rejected
the authority of their officers,
and there was the beginnings
of dual power in the neigh-
bourhood commissions, the
F()ﬁular assemblies, and the
inks between the workers’
commissions. |

The Durban strikes of 1973,
and the Soweto uprising of
June 1976, have shaken South

“Africa’s apartheid regime.

The tw0 most powerful — yet
in recent decades least political-
ly militant — working classes in
the western world, the West
German and the American,
have begun to re-awaken: the
West Germans through the
strike movements of 1969,
1973 and 1978, the Americans
through the miners’ strike of
1977-78. |

Wounds

In the last ten years, too,
American imperialism has been
dochina, Portug-
uese colonialism has been
thrown out of Africa, and dis-
sent has multiplied in the Stal-
inist states.

At first sight French capital-
ism seems to have survived the
May events with a few minor
adjustments. But the wounds
are internal. The next upsurge
will start from a different level.

‘Millions of workers will rem-

ember the factory occupations,
and move at once to hoist the
Red Flag over the means of
production. |
Hundreds of thousands will
have memories or 1deas of

workers’ control, and will set
about putting them into pract-
ice. In their ranks there will be
thousands or tens of thousands
of organised revolutionaries,

wssdi | INFORMATION
Elv;ﬁ%/‘}[s L| B R E

organisation has

where in 1968 there were tens
or hundreds. And there will be
many other workers who have

become familiar with revolut-

ionary ideas in 1968 and since
then, who now ’sympathise’
but are not committeed, but
who in the revolutionary crisis
will come to the fore.

The continuing strength of

the reformist French Commun-

ist Party is not as unbreakable
as it seems. Since 1968 the CP

has had to recognise the revol-
utionaries as a current in the
working class. Its bureaucratic
become
looser. And there must be many
CP members who were revolut-
ionaries in 1968, who have con-
cluded that in 'reformist’ times
it 1s better to opt for reformism,
but who will become revolution-
ary again in a new class con-
frontation.

The May events did not fall
from a clear sky. Since the
1940s, exploitation and soctal

inequality had been increasing

in France. The unions had been
weak in struggle — they org-
anised only 28 o of the workers
— but strong on protest actions
and socialist proclamations.

A rising wave of strikes In
1966 and 1967 showed the inc-
reasing frustration. In Le Mans

in October 1967, and in Cannes

in January 1968, there was
street-fighting between strikers
and police. At the Rhodiacéta
and Berliet factories there had
been occupations in 1967.

De Gaulle’s authoritarian
regime had been in power ten
vears, and people were increas-
inglv fed up with it.

e student discontent —
part of a world-wide trend in

the 1960s — was given a
sharper edge by a chaotic,
overcrowded, and outdated

university system, and by the

Vietnam war. |

Many peopie argue that rev-
olutionary crises happen only
after wars, during slumps, or
under dictatorships. May 1968

disproved that. Properly under-
stood, it also showed what was

wrong with what Tony" Cliff of
‘the SWP wrote as a "conclus-

ion” from it: ‘‘For a long time
what was lacking in the West

‘was mainly a spontaneous and

massive opposition of the work-
ing class. This . is being
changed...” o
~ "Spontaneous and massive
opposition” 1s always episodic
and exceptional. It has not been
permanent since 1968 (though
it has been more frequent);
nor was it absent before 1968
(there was a %eneral strike in
Belgium in 1960-61). In reality
the%vlay "explosion” confirmed
the need for revolutionaries
always to agitate for demands
and objectives which can lead

the struggle towards a revolut-

ionary level. _
The sort of political ‘chain
reaction’ seen in the May
events doesn’t "mature”; 1t
ignites at a point which 1is
never predictable.
- When the student vanguard
threw themselves into the
street-fighting and occupations,
before 13th May, they con-
sciously saw themselves as
taking up a struggle which had
been pioneered by the most
militant workers. From the start
they declared that they were
not fighting for special privi-
leges, but for the common
cause of students and workers.

Links

The spark spread rapidly
among the students — untram-
melled by bureaucratic tradit-

ions, quick to generalise and
quick to mobilise. |

In a debate among the revol-
utionary students on 9th May
— just before the Night of the
Barricades — the Maoists
argued for the stydents to dis-
perse to the working class areas
and spread their message.
Cohn-Bendit (the best known
student leader) and the Trot-
skyist JCR argued otherwise: it
was by carrying forward their
fight, and not just by leaflets,
that the students wou{d create a
militant alliance with the work-
ers. They were right, even if the
JCR did sometimes over-
generalise and argue that stud-
ent confrontations were hence-
forth the way to arouse the
workers.

The spark of revolution,
roused to a flame by the stud-
ents, then passed back to the
working class. The Maoists’
tactic would simply have dissip-
ated the struggle; and in fact
direct student-worker links
were a relatively minor feature
of the May events. |

The strike movement was
largely spontaneous, taking
place in spite of or even against
the union bureaucrats. The off-
icial one-day strike call on Mon-
day 13th — prompted by sym-
pathy for the students as vict-

. 1ms of police repression, and

admiration for their courage
in fighting the police — gave
the signal; but the turn-out that
day (for a strike called only for
the one day) was small compar-
ed to the later general strike.

At Renault-Cléon, the second
factory to occupy, only 30 to
40% of the workforce had come
out on the 13th. The occupation
(on Wednesday 15th) was start-
ed by about 200 young workers,
against the wishes of the union
leadership in the factory.

Students were allowed freely
into the factories in a few places
— Nantes, Besangon — but
generally the Communist Party-

dominated wunion
kept the factory occupations as
strictly controlled as possible,
limiting them to their initial
economic demands as much as
they could. Many young work-
ers left the factories to join the

apparatus

students rather than

with the bureaucratic stifling.

Yet such was the revolution- |

ary power of the general strike

that the challenge to the system .

expressed itsellf clearly none-
theless. The lie in the CP’s

story that the strike was just for

economic demands is shown by

their own practice: why did they
call for ' Action Committees for
a Popular Government’, and

“why did they organise the

CGT’s 29th May demonstration
around the call for a 'popular

government’, if not because

they knew the workers wanted a
political change? |

Unsurprisingly, the majority

of the workers, having little
access to revolutionary socialist
ideas except in the CP’s dis-
torted version of them, were
more hesitant in formulating

their political aims than the

students, who boldly cried ”All
power to the Workers’ Coun-
cils” : -

The workers’ consciousness
that their aims went beyond
what their- leaders

ﬁgapple -
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FRIDAY 3rd May:  About _5C°
meeting at the Sorbonne (Pafis
University), are arrested by CRS
(riot police) called in by the univ-
ersity authorities. The 500 go
nuietly, but other students on the
police vans and

students, gathered for a p:

scene attack the
street fighting breaks out.
MONDAY 6th, Tuesday 7th,

Wednesday 8th: Student demon-

- TUESDAY 14th:

strations demanding the release

of those arrested and the removal

of the police from the university

premises. 50,000 are on Tues-

days demonstration.
FRIDAY-Saturday 10th-11th:

The Night of the Barricades. Stud-

des (

- CITROEN

ents erect barricades in the Latin ;

Quarter (the university district)

and fight the CRS untll early

morning. The Action Committees
begin to spread across Paris and
beyond.

24-hour general strike, in protest
against the police repression. The
government tries to placate the
movement: the police leave the
Sorbonne and the students occupy
it. One million take to the streets
of Parls in a joint unions-
students demonstration. There

are also demonstrations in the

r cities of France.
The workers of

Nantes, occupy
their factory.

WEDNESDAY  15th: Renault-
Cléon iIs occupled.

THURSDAY 16th: The . biggest
Renault factory, at Billancourt, -is
occupied. The occupations
spread. On the 16th, and again on
the 17th, the students organise

other majo

Sud-Aviation,

marches to Billancourt to show

their solidarity with the workers.

'MONDAY 13th: ‘The unlonscalla
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zaire: there, the workers
rupied and refused for ten
vs to submit a list of dem-
ds! At the Berliet factory, the
yrkers rearranged the letter-
y to read "Liberté”.
e nearest approach, on a
ral level, to the power of
yrkers’ councils, was in
ntes. From 26th to 31st May
g town was controlled by a
intral Strike Committee. It
dnitored traffic in and out of
B town, controlled petrol
pplies, and, together with
1ghbourhood  committees,
E%lnised food distribution. |
The 10,000 workers at the
iclear Research Centre at
clay set up a workers’ coun-
‘which requisitioned medical
pplies from the Centre’s
scks for the casualties on the
rricades and organised dist-
yution of food to hungry
migrant workers in a nearby
anty-town.
At the CSF factory in Brest,
e workers continued product-
1 — making walkie-talkies for
e use of strikers and dem-
strators.
Printworkers on  several
pers vetoed articles slander-
the strike movement. |
e other embryo of workers’
wer was the Action Commit-
»s, of which there were some
D in the Paris area by the end
‘May. Based on neighbour-

n into the works, but man
youhger workers t ihe stud-
nts favourably

NDAY 19th: Pierre Mendés-

rance, an old Radical »olitician,
now a member of the lefi-socialist
PSU, calls for a new government.
ONDAY 20th: The strike move-
ent becomes general. Six million
ve stopped work. |
UESDAY 21st: The Communist
Party appeals for the setting up of
' Action Committees for a Popular
overnment'.
RIDAY 24th: Over nine million
orkers on strike. De Gaulle
nounces he will hold a referend-
am. In the course of a student

emonstration, the Stock Exch-

ge is set on fire. The night of
riday-Saturday 24th-25th sees
e flercest street-fighting yet.

d unions announce the ‘Gren-
lle Agreement’; a 35% increase
In the national minimum wage,
plus concessions on union rights,
rolidays, social welfare, etc. But
CGT leader Georges Séguy is
pooed by 15,000 workers at Ren-
ult Billancourt when he tries to
get them to accept it. The general
itrike continues solid, involving
mbout ten million workers. Mean-
while the students hold a 50,000-
ptrong rall
France is there, boosting his cred-

bility as a left-wing replacement

)r de Gaulle.
JESDAY 28th: Mitterand holds
) press conference and stakes his
Jaim to replace de Gaulle.

EDNESDAY 29th: De Gaulle
| Germany to talk to French
commanders there.
a CGT demonstration

pilitary
90,000 on

hoods, their functions were
diverse: some concentrated on
revolutionary propaganda,
some on organising refuse coll-
ection and food distribution.
Because of the way in which the
spontaneous - militancy of the
movement far outran any avail-
able leadershig, they were a
mixture of substitute revolut-
ionary party and fledgling

- soviets.

A %eneral strike paralyses
capitalist society; factory occup-
ations put capitalist property
rights into question, and put
massive resources into workers’
hands. Even starting from lim-
ited objectives, they have a
strong revolutionary dynamic.

In %'hy 1968, the victory of
workers’ power in France was
only a few steps away. Those
steps were: |

The election of democratic
strike committees to take
control of each factory;

B The linking up of the strike
committees in each area with
neighbourhood committees into
a workers’ council which would
take power in that area;

B The bringing together of
representatives %rom all the
area workers’ councils into a
national congress of workers’
councils: the new workers’
government.

B The organisation of a work-
ers’ militia to fight off the

UNIVERSITE
POPULAIRE

. themselves”,

ONDAY 27th: The government

at Charléty. Mendés-

THURSDAY 30th: A new state-
ment from de Gaulle. He will not
resign. The referendum is called
off and elections are announced.
He calls for "clvic action" against
the revolutionaries. Over half a
million join a pro-Gaullist demon-
stration in Paris with slogans like
"Cohn-Bendit to Dachau".

FRIDAY 31Ist: Armed police

- occupy the post office at Rouen.

Under the pressure of the police
and the union leaders, a return to
work begins, particularly after the
holiday weekend of 1st-2nd June.
FRIDAY 7th JUNE: The police
try to break the occupation at
Renault-Flins. There are several
days of fighting between the pol-
ice and workers and students until
the CRS leaves and the workers

re-occupy on 11th June. A student

is killed In the course of the fight-
ing, on 10th June.

TUESDAY 11th: Police break the
occupation at Peugeot-Sochaux
killing two workers. h

WEDNESDAY 12th: All the rev-
olutionary left groups are banned
— under a 1936 law outlawing
fascist organisations...

SATURDAY 15th: Salan and
other extreme right-wing officers
imprisoned since Algeria mutiny
are released; it is generally
thought this is the result of a deal
that de Gaulle has made with the
extreme right.

SUNDAY 16th: The Sorbonne

'falls ' to the nolice.
TUESDAY 18th: Renault-Billan-

court returns to work.

SUNDAY 23rd and Sunday 30th:
The Gaullists win a big majority
in the elections. The returm to
work Is now almost complete.

counter-revolutionaries.

All that would certainly have
been within the power of the
Communist Party — if it had
actually wanted victory. But the
same reformists who preach a
peaceful transition to socialism
through parliament say that
victory would not have been
possible in May because of the
strength of the army and the
police.

In fact the federation of
police unions had put out a
statement, on 22nd May, say-
ing they would refuse to be
used against the strikers. Even
the CRS was complaining about

the governmeént’s attitude. One

army regiment — the 153rd
RIMCA — issued a declaration
that the conscript troops ‘‘will
never shoot on workers... we
shall fraternise... Long
solidarity of workers, soldiers,
students, and high school
pupils. Long live
democracy. Long live joy, love,
and creative work!”’

The professional soldiers
would have been a stronger
support for the regime: but a
few thousand troops would
have been no match for ten
million workers who, once
"armed with the will to arm
would  have
known where to get guns.

NATO could have intervened
— but just as the bosses have
their international solidarity, so
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also have the workers. Internat-

ionalism was indeed part of the
spirit of May 1968, best shown
by the students’ famous reply
to the chauvinist baiting against
Cohn-Bendit: ‘“We are all
German Jews' .

Those who say that the
French ruling class could not
have been overthrown in May
1968 because of its armed
might say, in effect, that no
ruling class can ever be over-
thrown unless it first disarms
itself! |

Power

The revolution failed because

- of the leadership. A general

strike movement cannot mark
time. At a certain point, if it

does not go forward, it must re-

treat. By the end of May the
movement had come right up
against the question of power.
But the workers’ organisations
— in the first place, the CP —

did not even dare to oust the de- -

Gaulle government, let alone
the whole capitalist state.
They accepted the elections

de Gaulle
terrain, inevitably, they lost.
With the CP straining to pres-
ent itself as a Party of Order, no
wonder voters turned away

from it to support the real Party
of Order, the Gaullists. The

- left-socialist PSU, the only parl-

iamentary party to support the
May movement, was the only
group on the left to gain votes.
The CP got what they des-
erved. Up until mid-May — and
from time to time even after
that — they slandered the milit-
ant students as provocateurs,
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playing the game of the govern-

ment or even in alliance with it.
They poured vile abuse on the
"German anarchist” Cohn-
Bendit. When they supported

the movement, it was only the

better to stifle it.

The CP’s attitude was to be
expected: it was over 30 years
since it had been any sort of
revolutionary party. But why
was the CP able to get away
with it?

Because no new revolution-
ary party had been buiit.

It is newly fashionable today,
especially among the "Euro-
communists”, to deride 'the
Trotskyists who blame every>
thing on the bad leadership’.
This cheap sneer boils down to
the complacent thought that
every working class gets the
leadership it ﬁeserves. Yet the
French workers had not chosen
the CP’s reformism, Stalinism,
and bureaucratism. Most of
them had never come across
genuine revolutionary 1ideas,
except sometimes in the form of
leaflets distributed at factory
gates by militants bravely try-
ing to defend themselves
against CP violence and
slander. For all but a tiny
thoughtful and courageous
handful, revolutionary social-
ism was not a visible option.

Moreover, the 'other side’ of
the tremendous  collective
power of the working class 1s a
certain organisational inertia.
During the May events the CP
told the workers again and

again that they needed strong

organisation, and therefore
they must stick to the CGT line.
Even for workers who were dis-
contented with CP policy, this
argument carried weight.

‘The May events did give the
lie to the propagandising sect-
arian notion of building a new
leadership by literary ‘expos-
ure’ (that is, by passivel{ dem-
anding that the existing leader-
ship
posing’ them for not doing so)
and the grotesquely one-sided
idea of developing revolution-

ary consciousness by ’‘a fight
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against spontaneity’.
Showing that the substance

of large scale development of -

revolutionary consciousness 1S
in the dynamic of the class
struggle, the May events
opened the way for the revolut-
ionary movement to free itself
of encrustations of formalism
and rote politics-by-formulas.

Yet spontaneity can only gu

so far. For the struggle to go
beyond a certain point, there
must be an organised anti-
bureaucratic leadership to
challenge and defeat the estab-
lished bureaucracies. Even a
small handful of revolutionary
militants in each major factory
in France, fighting for tha
creation, linking-up and exten-
sion of strike committees,
could have changed the out-
come of the May events.

Where there were revolution-
aries, they played an important
role: the OCI at Sud-Aviation,

Nantes; the JCR at Saclay, in

the 153rd RIMCA and within
the student movement. Yet
they were simply too few to
affect the outcome decisively,
even leaving aside the partial
errors they made in the course
of the movement. -

Clarity

If we imagine the problems
facing a revolutionary organis-
ation even a few thousand
strong in 1968 we can, however,
see why political clarity and
sharpness are paramount in
building and preparing for
future revolutionary opportunit-
ies. |

How to make the link bet-

"ween the students and the

workers? What balance to
maintain between demands on
the established workers’ lead-
ers and initiative from below?
How to judge when to defy the
police and the army, and when

to retreat? An excess of hesit-

ation, or an excess of rashness,
might decide the fate of the
revolution. |

No revolutionary organisat-
ion could ever guarantee itself
against making mistakes (the
Bolsheviks made many mis-
takes in 1917).
coherent, closely-knit revolut-
iona
foundation of
ion,
avolding fatal mistakes.

That is why socialists should

arxist educat-

commemorate May 1968, not

with wistful looking back to
the glamour and the excite-
ment, but by re-doubling our

work to assemble a revolution-
ary Marxist tendenc

struggles of today. Only that
uiay can }?’3 acltll on l\g:y 1968’s
slogan: "It’s only a beginning
let us continue the struggle”. ’

But only a
tendency, with a sound.

could be confident of

in the
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ONE UNION FOR THE
MEDIA INDUSTRY

Dear Comrades,
James Ryan’s otherwise fair and

succinct summary of the NUJ
annual conference contains- one
misleading statement. Cde. Ryan
claims that ‘a call to open discuss-
jons with print and broadcasting
unions with a view to merger was
defeated, a step back from the dec-
isions of previous years'. In fact,
the resolution carried at the confer-
ence reads as follows: ‘This Annual
Delegate Meeting instructs the
National Executive Council to init-
jate discussions, separately or coll-
ectively, with appropriate other
unions with the aim of trying to

form a singie union for workers in
the media industries and to report

progress by October 31st, 1978.°

A Book Branch amendment
naming the ‘appropriate other
unions’, which the National Execut-
ive wished to have remitted, was
unfortunately defeated. But, on the
other hand, an amendment from
Teesside Branch seeking to remove

the adjective "creative” (placed be-
fore ‘workers’ in the original resol-
ution) was carried. This was not just
a piece of semantic juggling, as
both the supporters and opponents
of the motion in its original form
made clear. The person proposing
the motion on behalt of the Press
and Public Relations Branch stated
that he wanted no truck with the

print unions and — though he did

not explicitly say so — presumably -

none either with the cinematograph
and television technicians of the
ACTT. The opponents of the word

- "creative” — including myseif,

AFT

speaking on behalf of the Executive
— explicitly rejected such cratt
snobbism and élitism. |
Cde. Ryan’s sense of recent NUJ
history on the subject is also rather
too rosy. The only previous NUJ
resolution in the form of "one union
for the printing and publishing in-
dustry” (no mention of broadcast-
ing) was carried at the annual con-
ference in 1974. 1t was no more than
a pious affirmation and absolutely

~ nothing was done about it, by the

National Executive or anyone else.
This policy was, in any case, rev-
ersed at the 1976 annual conference
Under the terms of the present
resolution, at the very least by Oct-
ober 31st this year the National
Executive will have had to choose
which union or unions it wishes to
approach in the first instance for
merger talks, and to have put out
preliminary feelers to them to find
out whether they are willing to
enter into full-scale amalgamation
discussions. The only unions it
could possibly approach in this con-
text are the ones speit out in the
defeated Book Branch amendment,
plus the Writers’ Guild, British
Actors Equity, the AUEW and
ASTMS (which is only marginally
involved in the media industry.
Which union or unions will be
approached depends a great deal on
the views and prejudices of present
members of the National Executive
and, more importantly, the kind of
pressures put on the Executive by
branches, industrial councils and
chapels with views on the subject.
Fraternally,
Jonathan Hammond

R THE

Dear Comrades, |

| was pleased to see the report of
the ;MG conference in the 22nd
April issue of Workers Action —
although naturally 1 did not agree
with its political conclusions. How-
ever, this article raises a very im-
portant guestion when it states:

Unusually for a revoiutionary org-
anisation it (the IMG) invited press

reporters from other revolutionary-
left papers to part of the confer-
ence’: and when it says ‘we <an
hope that the IMG's drive against
sectarianism will be reflected in a
willingness to debate these issues
(of difference) with the rest of the
revolutionary left, including Work-

ers’ Action’.

These statements both clearlly
characterise the IMG as a revolut-

lonary organisation. |
It would seem to be very import-
ant to clarify whether these state-

ments represented the considered
views of the editors of Workers’
Action. While we have important
differences with the policies of
Workers’ Action the IMG consiaers
these to be differences within the
framework of revolutionary Marx-
ism. While we consider that your
paper makes mistakes on partic-
ular questions, on the most fundam-
ental issues it defends the interests
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Not dead, but
more thana
little scratched

of the workin? class, i.e. it is a prol-
etarian revolutionary, and not a
petty-bourgeois centrist, paper. -

It would be very important, evid-

ently, for relations beiween the

IMG and Workers’ Action if you
held the same view of our organisat-
ion. We would therefore like to in-
quire as to whether these state-
ments concerning the revoiutionary
class character of the IMG, as opp-

osed to for example petty-bourgeois

No editorial error. Qur view has al-
ways been that the membership and
the leadership of the IMG are com-
rades with whom we have differ-
ences, and not some sort of cynical
petty-bourgeois takers using revol-
utionary phrases merely for show.

But really Comrade Ross is bein
evasive. According to his scheme 0
things, if we don’t consider the IMG
leadership to have definitely des-
erted the revolutionary cause [and
he knows very well that we don’t],
then we are obliged to say that
there is only this or that difference
"within the framework of revolut-
jonary Marxism”.

The reality which he tries to de-
fine out of existence is that the IMG
makes repeated and systematic
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centrism, represent the views of
Workers’ Action or were merely an
editorial error. As your paper has
always prided itself on ‘saying what

is’ we would be most happy to learn

that the statements in your 22nd

April issue represented your con-

sidered opinion.

Comradely,

JOHN ROSS,
Member of the PC of the IMG.

errors — most noticeably, at pres-

ent, in its poersistent ‘softness’ to- .

wards the Labour Left and its
biunderbuss denunciations of what
it calls ‘economism and syndical:
ism’ — which are certainly not
Marxist, and which in the last
analysis contradict jts revolutionary
intentions. |

That contradiction must eventual-
ly be resolved one way or another;

but in the msantime there is a Ionq

‘way 'from a scratch t0°a danger of
gangrene’ and from the danggr of

gangrene to death. That is why we
want to discuss with the comrades
of the IMG. But Comrads Ross
seems to see oniy two possible
diagnoses. either the patient Is
dead, or thers is nothing but a few
scratches! |

THE FASCISTS
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MAY DAY MARCH

IVAL

|~ —conceal

As they put it in Labour Week-
ly, there was ‘a wave of euphor-
ja over London’ the day of the
Anti Nazi League Carnival.
Like a pink cloud, it has hover-
ed over the editorial offices
of the left press ever since.
The sheer size of the event

seems to have robbed several -

organisations of all sense of
political proportion.

Naturally there are the
exceptions. For the MIllitant
and Soclailist Press, recognit-
ion that the Carnival was an
important event could hardly
the sectarian’s bad
temper that the historical
process has taken a course
not mapped out by themselves.

Soclalist Press rightly emph-
asised the police attack on the
Leeds May Day march, though
this article as well as their cov-
erage of the Carnival finds
the root of all evil In the Lib-
Lab pact — as if that has

‘made the slightest difference

to the Labour Government’s
enthusiasm for attacking
workers’ rights. There was no
mention of the National Front’s
May Day march. Overall,
the message for readers of
Soclalist Press was: the Carn-
ival and the ANL are a waste
of time, and the WSL will carry
on the true fight themselves.
Militant play down the NF
march and don’'t mention Leeds
at all.
ANL offers nothing, mainly
because it isn’t likely to cam-
paign for the nationalisation
of the 200 mqnopolies. So the
‘Labour Movement’ must
organise its own carnivals
and make room for Militant
speakers on the platform.
Between the Morning

- Star, Tribune and Socilalist

Worker there (s little to chose
To the Star goes credit for
detalled coverage of Leeds
(neither of the others mention
this at all), though quite what
should be done is left to the
imagination. Socialist Worker

Page 6

or them, too, the

naturaly gives the Carnival the
most sensational treatment.
Considering the Socialist
Workers Party’s role in prevent-
ing a response {0 the NF
march, it’s natural too that they
write it off as Iinsignificant,
gloating about the rain that day.
Grotesquely, they proclaim
‘even God joined the AnNti
Nazi League’. But on the central
question ail three papers are
agreed. Peter Hain puts it best,
for Tribune: ‘iIn the longer
term, of course, socialist solut-

. ions will need to be pressed

and fought for. But, in the short
term, we desperately need to
undercut the appeal of the new
Nazis.’ For the SWP, you can’t
start talking politics until the
ANL is big {(how big?). At
present the need is for a conf-
erence of ANL activists,;
but the SWP give fair warning
that ‘those who want to split

hairs’ will not be welcome.

But hats must come off to
Socialist Challenge for the most
grovelling coverage of the lot.

More strongly than the SWP
they denounce the sectarians
and the doubters. An ANL conf-

~erence must discuss a focus just

as the Vietnam Solidarity Cam-

 paign had a focus: the US Emb-

assy! (Perhaps NF HQ would
serve for the ANL?) The IMG

have now discovered that the

ANL is a 'single-issue camp-
aign’; therefore, it seems,
demanding that it take a posit-
ijon on immigration controls
or state bans is no longer to the
point.

They do note cautiously the
fact of the NF march; they do
warn against thinking that
‘the Front and raclalism lost
the war on Sunday’. But it's
still amazing what you can do In
a weekend: ‘Most of all, racism
which for months has become
‘‘respectable’’ through the
mouthings of the establishment

politicans, was driven back
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Into the gutter by 80,000
people.” So we don’t need to
worry  about the Select
Committee Report or the
Immigration Acts any more,

do we?
As we pointed out in Work-

" ors’ Action last week, the very

success of the ANL and the
Carnival bring closer the day
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‘Here’s looking at you,

Humphrey Bogart and Ingrid Bergman in

CASABLANCA

Showing Friday 21 Agril at 7.45pm as part
of the Socialist Worker Movies ‘October &

SEE IT AGAIN SAM At Livingstone House

From Socialist Worker, May 6

when the campaign will shatter
the rocks of
uniess democratic discussion
and debate see the victory of
honesty and adequate solutions
the ‘difficult’
anti-fascists face.

reality —

problems

Without

kKid’

the classic Anti-Nazi film

After’ season.

Livingstone Road, London, E15

-

On May Day, International Workers
Day, there was a major setback in
the building of the anti fascist,

anti racist struggle. One thousand -

fascists under the banner of the
National Front marched from Port-
land Place in London’s West End
to Cornet Square, Hoxton in the
East End with not a glimmer of
opposition to them. While bewild-
ered ANL supporters who happened
to be in the West End asked,
‘“‘Whats happening, where js the
opposition?’’, the National Front
marched by with flags waving
shouting ‘‘the National Front is
a Fascist Front, Join the National
Front, Reds Qut.™ |

How did this take place given the
recent increase in the growth of the
anti-fascist, anti-racist struggle?
In what direction is our movement
being led?

The fascists have never marched
through the East End since the war
without a major opposition mobil-
ising against them and yet 24
hours after the biggest anti fascist
event seen in London since before
the war anti-tascist forces were un-
able to mobilise to oppose this
march.

We first heard on Wednesday
that the IMG had received an
anonymous telephone call saying
that the Nationa!l Front were trying
to get a police permit for a London
march. The London Co-ordinating
Committee informed the SWF,
ANL, and Searchlight of the
rumours and endeavoured to cross
check information. On Friday we
pecame aware of rumours from
other sources that the National
Front were definitely planning a
march .on Hoxton. On Saturday
night Searchlight informed one of
us, the Communist Party, the Anti
Nazi League, the SWP and the
London May Day Committee that
the National Front were mobil-
ising their members from all over
the country for a march starting in
London’s West End.

Members of Hackney Committee

Against Racialism then tried to get

“but the

the organisations participating in

the Carnival to produce a leaflet

calling for a mass mobilisation on
May Day, and to use the Carnival
to organise mass opposition to the
NF march. We met with virtyally
a blank wall. When we made
approaches to get an annpuncement
made from the piatform at the Carn-
ival the organisers retused to do so

on the grounds that there wasn't

time to organise a counter
demonstration that they

effectively control.

" Since the grawth of the ANL

there have been a pumber of mobil-

isations against fascist meatings

particularly in London where the
opposition has been passive and
rapidly shrinking. At the llford
by election the picket was about
2,500, at Brixton the opposition
was less than 1,000 on May Day
the opposition was nil. Does this
mean that we can no longer count
on the mobilising ability of the SWP
and other militants within the
ANL to go along with a militant
opposition to openly fascist and
racist organisations in this country..

We do not decry h
holding such events as the Carnival
organisational energy
needed must not drain our re-
sources so that it becomes imposs-
ible to mount large scale immediate
mobilisations against the National
Front when it takes to the streets.

"Lewisham” may not get the posit-

ive publicity that the Carnival has
received but that in itself is a good
reason for asking who benefits
from diverting protest off the
streets into the parks and away
from direct confrontation with rac-
ists and fascists. We must not ne%-
lect the political tasks needed if
gvents such as Carnivals are to be
used to increase people’'s aware-

ness and generate specific local
responses 1o anti-fascist, antl-

racist campaigns... |
BRIAN SMITH

Hackney Cttee. Ag. Racialism |

(in personal capacity)
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Last November four =
‘Grunwick strikers or-

ganised a hunger

" strikeoutsideTUC | =~ (N ki F &
' headquarters —and | .~ SEEES “‘é
i theirunion, APEX, | 4 BB .. FPaov B - By |
suspended them! | JF ° SR T T Ty
had made dozens of Jr - ==
promises of ‘allout’ | "+
support. But as soon .
as the mass pickets = £
became really power--
~ ful, last summer,
they pulled back and | P A
sabotaged the | ™ AN e
- at the traitors
| AF TER nearly two years, the recognition at Grunwicks within
. Gr;nmck strike faces the ;nd five weeks — and there is no
-' t its recent conference, sign of it doing that — th }
| APEX, the major union involved  will call off the stike. It wil 9 B
| in the dispute, vo!ed .down a offer. the strikers help in getting
rl:;;ll kfor .‘;urther picketing and new jobs.
| acking of services. The strikers h ’ . :
| The Executive stated that un- age to force APE}e:i"ffﬁ ifiﬁ:. /vl d
less .the government arbitration wise. For the last six months they miftee expecied.
service ACAS recommends union and their rank and file support-
’ some action on the
eorge ar s given by the TUC last year.
t’ ‘ - - . ’ | use the conference,
~__¢crucial’ debate
S OGN MAY 2nd over 300 students and Cambridge’s Labour prospective of the struggle.
L trade unionists picketed the Cam- - parliamentary candidate also re-
' bridge Union Seciety buildings, in commended attending. and APEX
solidarity with the Grunwick strikers general secretary Roy Grantham
and in response w the Union Society’s urged Littersck and O'Bnen nor to
,‘ invitation to George Ward 10 speak at ‘disrupt’ such a crucial debate for
.:g*\ a debate on the closed shop. the labour movement.
. The demonstration was called by So the demonstration organisers

the local Labour students’ organisa- -

tion (COLS), and supported by the
Cambridge Trades Council. An open
air meeting afterwards was address-
ed by Jack Dromey and Mahmoud
Ahmed, and some £40 was collected
for the strike fund.

The two Labour speakers invited to
the Union Society debate, Tom Litter-
ick MP and NATSOPA general secret-
ary Owen O'Brien, were asked to
boycott it. They refused.

It turns out that they consulted with
the secretary of the Trades Council,
who, basing himself on .the fact that

plaas were not finalised, told them

that there was no official Trades
Council support for the alternative
meeting, and urged them to attend
+he debate! Yet the Trades Council
-ad already decided that the secretary
should write to them to ask them to
withdraw.

.':‘._*,‘

were informed by Litterick and
O’Brien that ajthough they were
sym pathetic, ‘th€ debate needs to be
won, even in the artficial (!) at-
mosphere of the Cambridge Union
Society’.

As might be expected, Litterick and
O’Brien got their just deserts. It
was a one-sided debate, with the over-
whelmingly reactionary bias of the
Union Society backing the triumphant
Ward.

It shows how the mildest solidarity
actions will be sabotaged by the
bureaucrats in APEX and the Labour
Party. And it also shows the ‘parlia-
mentary cretinism’ of the so-called
‘left’ Labour MPs who would rather
indulge in srrelevant and wumreal

debate than match their words with
action.

ED JANKOWSKI

Lord Allen’s message to USDAW

‘TAKE WHAT YOU CAN GET,

THERE WAS little joy for
USDAW members from the un-
ion’s 1978 conference.

Union leader Lord Allen con-
tinues to tell the membership:
‘We must continue to talk to
the Labour Covernment’. What

‘he means is: ‘take what you get,

and go'and nurse your wounds!’

-A motion from CWS Crewe,
seconded by a Workers’ Action
supporter from CWS Packing,

- Manchesteg, called for:

_1 election every two years of
the General Secretary;

(] election every two years of
full time representatives;

[] average wage of the mem-
bership for full time officials.

Lord Allen said that this
policy would ‘tear the guts out
of the union’.

The motion was lost, as was

one from Nottingham Handi-

R go for

appeai to ‘Lanag ot Hupe ana
Glory’ patriotism and defence
of our ‘ancient’ civil liberties,
Allen called on delegates to
oppose it. It was pointless since
British public gsensibilities

would never kow-tow to the

parties of the extreme right or
left!

In the debate on wages there
was a lot of opposition to the
EC's policy document. The
Broad Left energetically spoke
against it and indeed a compo-
site motion on wages based on
Broad Left proposais was
carried. This called ftor an
immediate campaign for « 35
hour week and £55 per week.

But the motion neither in-
structed the union tops to fight
nor instructed negotiators to
a minimum of £55.
Since the Wages and Economic

3 craft branch calling for fascists Policy documerit was also pass-
g and racists to be barred from ed, the bureaucrats will have
a0y union positions. With an plenty of margin to dodge a

RELIHETE

ers, like the Cricklewood post-
men, have been effectively iso-
the union bureaucra-
cies. The solidarity conference
called for Sunday has had only
200 requests for credentials, as
600 the strike com-

In their statement on the APEX
decision, the strikers said they
were convinced that ACAS is a

dead end, and they wanted to see
promises

The best way the strikers can
and the

hearing they still have in the la-
bour movement, is to expose the

bureaucrats’ responsibility for the

defeat and drive home the lessons

| PETE FIRMIN
* Grunwick solidarity confer-
ence: 11am to Spm at Wembley
Conference Centre, Empire Way,
Wembley. Open to trade union
and Labour Party delegates.

THEN NURSE YOUR WOUNDS’

fignt.

The motions carried on un-
employment were weak. They
called for replacement of staff
when they leave — or increased
productivity payments for extra
workioad; and recommended
work-sharing as an alternative

to loss of jobs.

An amendment from CWS
Packing to this last motion,
calling for work sharing 'with-
out loss of pay’ was opposed
because employers might
then just declare redundancies
anyway. S0 USDAW policy on
work-sharing is: ‘We re-
commend short time and part
wages’.

Support for Anti-Apartheid
boycotts on handling goods
from South Africa and general
agreement to campaign against
racialism and fascism were the
only positive commitments for
the struygles ahead.

JOHN DOUGLAS

UNIONS
TO RULE
AGAINST
FASCISTS

THE YORKSHIRE area of the Nation-
al Union of Mineworkers has voted
to support any branch which de-
cides not to work with or speak to
National Front members in the mining
industry. Area president Arthur Scar-
gill said, ‘“We will not tolerate racial-
ism in any form within this union’’.

In two other unions, resolutions
against fascists have gone forward.
CPS A conference ruled a motion from
the British Library branch out of
order on a technicality:

“In the light of the recemt bomb-
ings of trade unmion offices by self-
declared fascists of Column 88, as
well as the decssion of the NUR EC to
take action against known and active
members of fascist organisations, this
comferenmce agrees to smstruct the in-
coming NEC to prepare a rule for 1979
conference to provide for the expuls-
som of hnown active members of fasc-
sst organisations from CPSA"’.

In the print union NATSOPA, the
Governing  Council (conference)
later this year will consider this
motion, put through the London Cler-
ical branch by the Financial Times
chapel.

“This London Clersical branch re-
quests the Governimg Council to re-
cognise the growth of fascist organisa-
tions and racialist ideas within the
labour movement. It therefore re-
solves to smstruct the EC to mount an
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active campaign against all forms of
racsst and fascist activity, to support
initiatives made by other unsons, to
affilsate to the Anti-Nazs League, and
to resterate that active member-

ship of a fascist organisation is com-
trary to the smterests of ime Soctety . -.____

[i.e. the union]”’.

TRUMID exposure helps

oust CPSA right-wing

DETAILED exposure of the heavy
financial backing from the sxtreme-
right group TRUMID for the right
wing In the civil service union CP3A
heiped destroy this year’s bid by
right-wing leader Kate Losinska
for the union presidency.

Len Lever, a time-serving oppor-
tunist with the "uncritical support
of the ‘Militant’ group, stormed in
37,000 votes ahead of Losinska.
The Broad Left candidate, Peter
Coltman of the Communist Party,
got a significant 37,059 votes as
against Losinska’s 66,420 and
Lever's 103,622.

This move to the left continued In
the vice-presidential election. Both
Broad Left nominees got in. This
time Coltman pushed Losinska
into a close but humiliating defeat.

Losinska has been vice-presi-
dent over the past year and was
formerly president.

One side effect has already been
seen: the beginnings of the dis-
integration of the right wing's
electoral machine. There will prob-
ably be an attempt by some of the
right wing 10 cut the links with
TRUMID and Losinska and move
nearer to the centre of the CPSA'S

- it makes Civil

political spectrum.

TRUMID s backers include David
Stirling, organiser of the GB/S
strike-breaking outfit. Terry Dufty

felt obliged to repudiate its support-- -

publicly when it backed him for
AUEW president. |
TRUMID’s intervention into

CPSA can now be proved from re-
cords and documents which have
fallen into CPSA militants’ hands.
£10,000 was paid for Losinska's
1977 campaign, and TRUMID
maney covered right wing leaflets,
postage, phones, and even buses
to take right wingers to branch
AGMs.

Alongside the defeat for the
Right in the elections there was a
setback for the ieft on pav, when an

attempt to rid CPSA of the Pay Re-

search Unity (PRU) based system of
pay negotiations failed.

According to PRU civil service
workers’ pay is determined by com-
parisons with pay eisewhere. Thus
service workers
parasitic on other workers strugg-
les. and hits at the possibility of
them playing a leading role in the

fight against wage contraols.
STEPHEN CORBISHLEY

LABOUR RESELECTION

IF YOU want to see your struggle
sold out, there's a certain recipe

- remit the issue to the Labour Party

National Executive Committee

[NEC].

At last year’s party conference
there were more resolutions on mak-
ing MPs subject to re-selection than
on any issue since nuclear dis-
armament. Stili, the platform man-
aged to push through a ruling that
the matter must be remitted to the
NEC. Of course, the conference
was assured that the NEC would
be guided by its wishes. |

ow the organisation sub-com-
mittee has voted out [by 10 to 3|
the scheme favoured by most con-
stituency parties, under which the
fu!l selection procedure would be

activated before every election,
with the sitting MP having no
privilege over other candidates.
Pressure from union leaders
worried about their sponsored MPs
seems to have been decisive.

Instead, a8 watered-down scheme
has been agreed by the organisa-
tion sub-committes, and is likely to
be endorsed by the NEC. Constit-
uencies MAY hold special meetings
at which the sitting MP MAY be
rejected as the candidate for the
next election. In other words, the

onus is on, party activists to show

the sitting MP should be replaced,
rather than being on the MP to

show why he or she is the best

candidate for the next election.

- Page7
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FASCISTS TAKE
A HAMMERING

THERE WILL almost certainly
be a general election thls
October.

Labour did relatively well in
the local elections last week;
and a few days later a parila-
mentary defeat over.income tax
reminded Jim Callaghan that
this is a lame-duck government,
unable to do anything in Parlia-
ment other than keep things
ticking over.

"~ The Liberals’
luctance about the

growing re-

Merseyside

Women in fifth

Lib-Lab

pact is another factor; in any
case for Callaghan there Is
little to be galned by trying t

struggle on through 1979, wlih

probable difficulties over Phase
Four and the worid economy.
Among the good results from
the local elections was the de-
feat of Donald Thorpe, Tory
campaigner against compre-
hensive education in Tameslde.
The National Front vote
dropped substantially, to an
average of 2%. And some

| week of occupation

3 -
3

| XeWER

- - Knowsloy,

-~come in from Fords,

160 workers, most of them
women, have been occupying
the FASHION DESIGN plant In

Merseyside, for
more than a month now. Their
struggle to keep their jobs
could be a long one.

They took over the factory
two davs after being made red-
-ingpired by earlier
spations in the area, such as
the one at Plesseys in Kirkby,
just a mile down the road.

LI

The Swiss owned company
had closed its operations at

F -

~ the Knowsley plant six months

before they were legally allowed
to under regulations governing
development areas. They gave
no 90-day notice under the
Employment Protection Act.
They are not paying any redun-
dancy money. And they even
owe the workers money for their
overalls! |

‘Although most FDC machin-
ists were getting a basic wage of
just £34 for a 40-hour week,
even that is better than the £13
which the single women in the
occupation are getting from the
DHSS. Financial support has
Massey
Ferguson and Cammel Lairds
workers.

—

Unless the Labour Govern-
ment takes over the plant
(which it virtually owns, since it
is FDC’s main creditor) there

are three things that could
happen: |
1) The machinery is sold off

to pay the creditors and the

‘workers can go to hell.

2) A workers’ cooperative is

organised —~ asdubious Rropos-
ition; given the state of the text-

ile mdustry, they could end up
cutting their own wages.

'3) Another buyer is found.

The GMWU, which is official-
ly backing the occupation, nat-
urally favours the third option.
One GMWU
Workers' Action’s reporter ‘we
don’t like you people coming
here publicising this because it
jeopardises our chances of find-
ing another buyer.’

Unfortunately under capital-
sm there are no guarantees
that potential buyers won't
jeopardise the jobs of FDC
workers again. The best way to
guard against that is to give full
support to this occupation.

Send donations and messages
to the occupation at FD Centre,
Randells Road, Knowsley Ind-
ustrial Estato Knowsley,
Merseyside.

exist in most major towns. For more mformatlon or
to subscribe to Workers Action, complete this form and

send to the address below:

...................................................

........................................................................
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I want more informatijon
I want to subscribe for 25 issues/ 50 issues.

| Subscnpt:on rates: Britain and Ireland, 25 issues £4, 50
issues £7.50. Rest of the world: Surface mail, 25 issues
£4.50, 50 issues £8.50; Air mail, 25 issues £6 50 issues
£11. Cheques etc payable to ‘Workers Action’.

Send to WA, Box 1960, 182 Upper St, London N1.

poll analysts reckoned that the
Tories’ anti-immigrant hate
campaign had overshot, too.
Donald Thorpe attributed his
defeat to Margaret Thatcher’s
racist speeches.

Sociallst Unity candidates got
a good score of about 6%,

- - BEER 72t g “ v . . 2. " . =
' v : ’ ) ' Yo Ten LT G e . LT T e . it : o " -
" . - e eI 08 -, ? i n i Gl T . R ST raert e T s pPpr—— .
: b . ° 3 TRt s YA T T e it T R el i gy ~
R . . . " -+ . SN TR SRRl
. . " - - . . Lot ¥ b B
-~ - " — - — - , . i . ..l.\
. . : s . ” : : : : PUEREEEN, L MAF o g g 1 E e
* . . . - R L S . < b T
v - - ) Sl S e 5, . gy
. - - A Cer T s e S
. vt L A . R
. T - o
B T Sy P L0
. g ks
. : o o
- .
r - . . O
. - . s . X e ¢
. ' . - 32
~ s : o
. L =
[T i
Loy VYR
':".-' R
EENEN
et S
CRIP |
.u_."/ﬁ'
- .
PRI
P
e
/'"~
.o
L -
, K
5
.
R
A

'LOCAL ELECTION RESULTS

situation revealed by the elect-
ions. Even if the Tories have
overshot themselves, the
‘centre’ of parliamentary
debate on immigration control
has been shifted a long way to
the .ight. The National Front is
far from burled: they got 35%
in one ward in Hackney. ’

Meaiwhile Phase 4 is being
put together and unemploy-
ment continues at one and a
hailf million.

It would be criminal for soc-
ialists to reflect complacently
that the tide is turning against
the Tories and the NF. The
present Labour Government’s
record is not socialist; nor is it
any better than the Torles Soc-
ialists have to use the months
between now and the general
election to call the Labour
leadership to account and agit-
ate for genuine socialist
policies.

That is why Workers’' Action
has launched the ‘Labour Camp

beating
candidates
competed except in two cases.
But below the surface there
is little for socialists to be com-
placent about in the political

official told

Communist Party
everywhere they

aign for Socialism’ which will
be active In
struggle against
ainst unemployment,
socialist policies,
up to the general election.

taking up the
racism, ag-
and for
in the run

What happed

to the ﬂremen’s
42 hour week?

“FIREMEN should not be mis-
led Into thinking that they won a
42-hour week as a result of their
strike’’, according to Birming-
ham’s Counclilor Wootton.

Rank and file firemen are in-
deed realising that the promise
of a 42-hour week from Novem-
ber was littie more than a cyn-
ical manoeuvre to get them back
to work last January. |

According to the small print
of the January agreement, there
would be a 42-hour week ‘‘sub-
ject to satisfactory negotiat-
ions’'. And the conditions that
the employers are now demand-
ing for the implementation of
that settlement would take away
nearly all the advances in work-
ing conditions won by firemen
over 30 years.

The employers are demand-
ifg a 3 x eight-hour shift pattern
and the sacking of the station
cleaners and cooks — their jobs
to bedone by firemen. They are

also insisting on a complete

review of manning levels and of
standards of fire cover.

Home Secretary Merlyn Rees
and the rest of the Labour Gov-
ernment, who were instrument-
al in forcing the settlement on
the firemen, are smiling ben-
ignly on the efforts of the Local
Authority employers t0 impose
these conditions or avoid hon-
ouring the 42-hour week.

Break

[:.- employers have not even
started recruiting to man up for
the reduced working week,
which is due to start in only 6
months. And it takes three
months for a recruit to complete
training and get onto a station.

Despite the long
have just been through, the
FBU rank and file are w:lling to
put up a fight. But the Union
leadership s, redictably,
dragging its feet. It Eas raised a
demand for the nationalisation
of the fire service in order to
wrest control away from the
Tory-dominated local authorit-

- ies. It guite omits to mention

strike they

that it was primarily the Labour
government that opposed the
firemen’s demands and brought
in troops to break the strike.

The raising of this demand
now serves mainly to divert
attention from a fight on wages
and conditions in the here and
NOwW.

If the employers have their
way it will be a serious setback.
Three 8-hour shifts would mean

a doubling of the hours that fire-

men spend on routine administ-
rative and fire prevention work,
and would provide the employ-
ers with a further excuse to cut
manning levels and chop fire
stations.

Pathetic

We must:

B Demand the 42-hour week
as agreed, and mount a fight
around the demand for a 35-
hour week to cut the dole
queues.

M Link up with NUPE mem-

bers to fight the threat to the
jobs of the cleaners and cooks.

B Demand a shift pattern of
our choice to provide 24-hour
fire cover. No to the "three
eights”!

M Work for support in the
local labour movements for our
demands on manning levels.
isn’t only a matter of jobs, but
also affects fire cover for work-
ers in their homes and at work.

B Fight any station closures.
Demand immediate manning up
for the 42-hour week.

People like Clir. Wootton,
and employers’ chairman Clir.
Brannan, must be firmly put in
their place so that the limited
gains made in the strike are not
taken away now.

The FBU Ieadorshlp should
stop making pathetic appeals

for help to Meriyn Rees and Co,
and lnstead start mobilising the

strength of the rank and file for

the fight that is going to be
necessary if we are to win.

DOUG MACKAY

Acocks Green FBU

}'m i 'r-l ' -

Back to
the old
schedules

LONDON  busworkers hs g
scored a victory in the hour light- A
ning strikers that have dls- L
rupted bus services in London TR
over the past week. The strike,
over the implementation of ‘‘Bus ;
Plan °78’’, which means re- -8
scheduling, more mileage per -
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shift, and speed-ups, has been

called off, and the London Trans-

port Executive has begun nego-

tiations with the T&(?WU over R

the plan. Meanwhile we continue

to work the old schedules. . i
STEVE GOLDSTONE = ..

Small ads are free for labour move- 3

ment events. Paid ads (including ads
for publications) 8p per word, £5 per -

column inch — payment in advance. A
Send copy to Events, Box 1960, 182 3
Upper Street, London N1, to arrive by L
Friday for inclusion in the following 4

week’s paper.

SATURDAY 13 MA

estine Soli-

dar:ty Cam demonstraiinn ;
against t sraeli occupation of the
Leb 12.30pm from Speaker:’ C

ner, ﬁyde Park.

SATURDAY 20 MAY. All-London
Teachers Against Racism and Fasc-

ism: conference on racism and educ-
ation., 9.30 to 4.30 at Robert Monte- <™ ...

fiore School, Vallance Rd, London El.

THURSDAY 25 MAY. Newham
Teachers' Group meeting: Leila Berg
on ‘Literature of Working Class
Children’. Tpm at Forest Gate School,
Forest Lane, E15.

THURSDAY 25 MAY. ‘Immigration
Controls: Should they all be ended?’ -
Public meeting organised by All-Lam-
beth Anti-Racist Movement; 7.30pm
at Lambeth Town Hall, corner of Acre
Lane and Brixton Hill.

FRIDAY 26 MAY. Revolutionary
Communist Tendency public meeting: 3
‘Ireland: its revolutiomary signifs-
cance’. Speaker: Phil Murphy. %
7. 30pm Conway Hall, Red Lion Sq.
Holborn Tube. Admlsswn 20p

FRIDAY 16 JUNE. Antn-Aparthend
rally on the 2nd anniversary of theg
Soweto events. 7.30pm at West-
minster Central Hall: adm. 20p.

SATURDAY-SUNDAY 17-18 JUNE,
National conference of the Working-
Women’s Charter campaign, at Man-
chester Poly, All Saints, Cavendish '
House. Further information: Pat
Cross, Flat 2, 49 Spring Bank, Hull.
(Telephone Hull 443 243).

PUBLISHED by Workers’ Action, Box ,

1960, 182 Upper Street, London N1. S

P_rmted by Anvil Press (TU), -« | -3
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— Advertisement —
"INTERNATIONAL 1
COMMUNIST"

- No.8 now out ®® The treach-
ery of Lib-Lab anti-racism ee
West Germany: the end of
social peace ®® Revolutionar-
ies in the French elections ®®
What is ‘Western Marxism'?
*® IMG-I-CL debate on revo-
lutionary unity ®® Clara Zetkin
on the social-democratic wo-
men’s movement ®® and re-

views. 35p plus 15p postage
from 98 Glfford St London N1
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£20 came in for our fund last *1
week, raising the total so far to @ = 4

£107 7 Please send contributions
to ‘Fund’, Workers’® Action, Box
1960, 182 Upper St, Londou NI,




